100 Bible Stories
36. King Saul

1 Samuel 8-15 (NKJV)

8INow it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons
judges over Israel. “The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his
second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. *But his sons did not walk
in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and
perverted justice.

*Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah, *and said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in
your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” °But the
thing displeased Samuel ‘And the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of
the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but
they have rejected Me, that [ should not reign over them. . . .”

»And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the
tribe of Benjamin was chosen. >’ When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin
to come near by their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul the
son of Kish was chosen. But when they sought him, he could not be found.

. ®And the Lord answered, “There he is, hidden among the
equipment.”*So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood
among the people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders
upward. *So all the people shouted and said, “Long live the king!”

""!"Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against Jabesh
Gilead. ... '""And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came
out with one consent. (Ch 12; coronation & prophecy re. the effects of
choosing a king and not trusting God....Ch13 Saul’s disobedience; offering
of sacrifice). . . '"*Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for
what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up
from Egypt. °Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they
have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and
nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ”. . . °But Saul and the
people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the
lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them.
But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. . . .

*Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of
the Lord! I have performed the commandment of the Lord.” *But Samuel
said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of
the oxen which I hear?” "And Saul said, “They have brought them from the
Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to
sacrifice to the Lord your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” . .

So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 2For rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you
have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being
king.”
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Samuel as father....

Reasons for wanting a king....

Selecting process....casting lots.

Saul’s attitude at his election

intervening chapters

Disobedience (presumption) as God blesses.

Reference to present disobedience and Ch 13.



